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First Female Chancellor at ISU 

Prof. Pascale Ehrenfreund appointed to be the new ISU Chancellor 
 

 
Strasbourg, France: The International Space University (ISU) appointed Prof. Pascale 
Ehrenfreund to be its new and first female Chancellor. At the end of the term of the 
present International Space University Chancellor, Dr. Buzz Aldrin, the Board of Trustees 
decided to assign this important role to Prof. Ehrenfreund, the present vice-chancellor and 
chair of the Executive Board of the German Aerospace Center (DLR). 
 
“It is a great honour to succeed Dr. Aldrin in office”, Ehrenfreund said. “My ambition is to 
promote ISU in every respect.  The space sector is now an important and critical 
infrastructure for business and society around the world. Space solutions provide answers 
to many global and local challenges, and deliver many socio-economic benefits. The space 
sector is, however, in transition with emerging new actors. In this changing space context, 
ISU is the perfect institution to educate a new generation of space experts that shape the 
space domain of the future”.  
 

 
Photo Credit: Ramon van Jaarsveld 

 
 
It is important that even more young women engage in the field of space science. 
Prof. Ehrenfreund fits perfectly in the ISU philosophy: 

- After obtaining a PhD in astrophysics she focused on the research topics of 
astrobiology and became one of the world’s leading experts in this field. Gradually 
she looked at the broader spectrum of space exploration and obtained an additional 
degree in Management and Leadership and became a research professor of Space 
Policy and International Affairs at the renowned Space Policy Institute at the GWU 
(George Washington University) in Washington D.C. 
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- From 2013-2015 she was President of the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) before 

becoming Chair of the Executive Board of DLR leading more than 8500 employees 
at 40 institutes and 20 locations in Germany. Research and development activities 
of the German Aerospace Center include space, aeronautics, energy, transportation, 
security and digitalization.  

- At the 2018 International Astronautical Congress (IAC) she was also appointed as 
the incoming President of the International Astronautical Federation. 

- Born in Austria she also worked in France, the Netherlands, the USA and Germany.  
- She leads one of the largest centers for aerospace in Europe and is therefore an 

excellent role-model for female professionals in the space sector. 

 
She has a long-standing relationship with ISU in various capacities, teaching in all 
programmes (recently giving an impressive guest lecture at SSP18 in the Netherlands). 
Her nomination, as first woman in this position, also underlines again the continuous efforts 
of ISU to work towards a better gender distribution in the space sector. 
 
 
 
The International Space University, founded in 1987 in Massachusetts, US and now headquartered 
in Strasbourg, France, is the world’s premier international space education institution. It is 
supported by major space agencies and aerospace organizations from around  
the world. The graduate level programs offered by ISU are dedicated to promoting international, 
interdisciplinary and intercultural cooperation in space activities. ISU offers the Master of Science 
in Space Studies program at its Central Campus in Strasbourg. Since the summer of 1988, ISU also 
conducts the highly acclaimed two-month Space Studies Program at different host institutions in 
locations spanning the globe and Southern Hemisphere Space Studies Program. ISU programs are 
delivered by over 100 ISU faculty members in concert with invited industry and agency experts from 
institutions around the world. Since its founding, 30 years ago, more than 4600 students from over 
100 countries graduated from ISU. www.isunet.edu 
 

The German Aerospace Center (DLR) is the national aeronautics and space research centre of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Its extensive research and development work in aeronautics, space, 
energy, transport, security and digitalisation is integrated into national and international 
cooperative ventures. In addition to its own research, as Germany’s space agency, DLR has been 
given responsibility by the federal government for the planning and implementation of the German 
space programme. DLR is also the umbrella organisation for one of Germany's largest project 
management agencies. DLR has approximately 8500 employees at 40 locations in Germany. 
www.dlr.de 


